ROMEO and JULIET

A film by Baz Luhrmann

Viewing Worksheet 1

(complete in your books)
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1. What techniques are used by the director to make the opening scenes between the Capulets and Montagues fast-paced and exciting?

2. What penalty does the Prince impose on the two feuding families?

3. Why is Romeo so depressed as the film begins?

4. What is Paris asking of Juliet’s father, and what is his response?

5. What does Benvolio suggest as a cure for Romeo’s problem?

6. Juliet says: “I’ll look to like if looking liking moves
                    But no more deep will I endart mine eye
                    Than your consent gives strength to make it fly”
 
Explain what this means in modern English.

7. How does the director emphasise Mercutio’s crazy behaviour? (think about shots, angles, use of sound, the way the lines are delivered, etc)

8. Why does Tybalt want to throw Romeo out of the party? What is Capulet’s response?

9. What is Romeo’s response to seeing Juliet for the first time? Quote the lines.

10. What do the lovers find out about each other as the party ends?
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1. In the famous balcony scene, Juliet says:
            “O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?
            Deny they father and refuse thy name:
            Or if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love
            And I’ll no longer be a Capulet.”
Re-write these lines in modern English

2. At the end of the scene in the pool, Juliet makes an arrangement with Romeo for the next day. What is it?

3. In the next scene, Romeo visits Father Lawrence who says:
               “Holy St Francis! What a change is here!”
What does he mean by that?

4. Father Lawrence agrees to marry the two young lovers in the hope:
             “That this alliance may so happy prove
              To turn your households’ rancour to pure love.”
Explain what these lines mean.

5. The Nurse finds Romeo the next day at the beach. What arrangements does he make with her?

6. Why is Juliet so desperate in the scene that follows with the nurse?

7. In the next scene, the Montagues and the Capulets begin brawling. How is the tension and excitement of the scene emphasised by the director?

8. Why won’t Romeo fight with Tybalt?

9. How is Juliet feeling in the following scene? Why

10. In the next scene Tybalt attacks Romeo and then stabs Mercutio who dies. Romeo chases Tybalt and kills him. How is Romeo’s rage and grief at Mercutio’s death given emphasis by the director?
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1. What does the Prince say must happen to Romeo as a result of Tybalt’s death?

2. How does Father Lawrence comfort Romeo? Where does he tell Romeo to go after he has spent the night with Juliet?

3. The scene where Romeo and Juliet spend the night together is the last warm happy scene in the film. How is the mood emphasised?

4. What “joyful” news does Juliet’s mother bring?

5. What is Juliet’s response?

6. How do her parents react then?

7. What does the Nurse think she should do? Why?

8. Juliet goes to Father Lawrence. How is she feeling? What is she determined to do?

9. Father Lawrence “spies a kind of hope”. What plan does he devise to prevent the marriage? Explain it in full.

10. The plan goes horribly wrong. Explain how.
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1. When Romeo returns to Verona Beach, how has the director achieved the suggested horror and mounting tension?

2. What does Romeo buy next?

3. Finally, Romeo finds his way into the Capulet tomb. Explain briefly what happens there.

4. What is the Prince’s final message to both families when the two lovers are discovered?

5. How is the end linked, visually to the beginning?

A glooming peace this morning with it brings;

The sun for sorrow will not show his head.

Go hence, to have more talk of these sad things.

Some shall be pardoned, and some punishéd;

For never was a story of more woe

Than this Juliet and her Romeo.

